Learning Contract (Syllabus)

Please review and print out this "Learning Contract." In addition to describing assignments, it will give you a sense of the overall spirit of the course, which may be different from what you are accustomed to from other courses you have taken.

Also note: While some online courses employ a gradebook or other features (e.g. portfolio systems) for tracking your own progress, it is your responsibility in this course to record and to keep track of evaluative feedback or grades you receive from the instructor throughout the term.

A. PURPOSES (The Goals of the Study)

Learn about American history in relation to questions of 'happiness' or 'the good life.'

This course was previously CUL-222114 The Pursuit of Happiness in American History.

The goal of this study is for students to think deeply about the notion of “happiness” as it has been expressed in various ways and in various contexts throughout American History. In this sense, the study has two interlocking goals: to explore what happiness means to different people in different situations; and to gain an overview of, and insights into, American history. There is a third goal as well, and it concerns gaining practice working with various kinds of “texts,” especially so-called “primary” materials.

We have designed the study in a rather open-ended way for two important reasons: first, because our topic is so broad, potentially so rich and complex that it is really impossible to cover all aspects of it, so we want to keep the options for exploring open; and second, because we want you, as a participant in this study, to be able to make decisions and move along different paths based on your particular interests and questions. (Clearly, too, we want to be able to learn from each other and from the directions different members of the group have taken.)

In addition, we hope that this study will serve as an opportunity for students to think about their ideas about happiness and thus to reflect also on their personal, professional, and educational goals (thus, the direct connection to educational planning).

Credit: 4 credit, lower level, liberal study

This course meets the General Education requirement for American History.

B.    LEARNING OUTCOMES (Another Way to Think about Goals)

1. Articulate learning about American history in relation to ideas about 'happiness'

2. Interpret texts, practices, events, and/or other artifacts of American history in relation to ideas about 'happiness.'

3. Articulate learning about ideas and/or methods of doing history. 

C.    LEARNING ACTIVITIES (The Plan of the Study)

We have divided the study into a number of modules, each of which is focused on developing examples of and ideas about happiness as they have emerged (directly and indirectly) throughout American History. As you will see, the activities within each module are also intended to give you practice working with different “primary” materials and gaining experience as interpreters of history. More specifically:

· The first module of the course comprises of a "practice run" meant to give you some practice identifying, finding, and interpreting primary materials.

· The second module is when you will dig deeper into one particular period of American history (through your own research).

· In the third module, you will have an opportunity to consider happiness beyond the historical period of your own research by examining the work of students who researched different periods than your own (thus gaining a more comparative perspective).

· Finally, the fourth module asks you to reflect back on your learning about American history, about happiness, and about yourself.

All students will be expected to follow each module and carry out the specific activities contained within that module. The calendar of work-to-be-done is also contained within the modules.

Please raise any questions that you have at any point throughout the study with the course instructor. Indeed, all students will be responsible for making sure they understand the work-to-be-done, so please never hesitate from asking a question!

Please note that this course will work best if all of us are reading and thinking about the contributions and responses of our colleagues. So please join in the conversation! This attention to everyone's contributions throughout the term is the way you will gain breadth in your understanding of American history, even though each of you will not be doing in-depth work on each historical period.

Note: All students should arrange to have access to at least one college-level US History textbook (see Overviews of U.S. History).

D. METHOD AND CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION (How You Will Be Evaluated)

Student work in this study will be evaluated by the instructor tutor based on your serious engagement in the activities in the course outlined above.

“Serious engagement” means that on a regular basis:

· you will be involved in careful and thoughtful discussion about online postings,

· you will be involved in asking questions and exploring ideas and directions,

· and that you will have showed that you have gained new insights about both happiness and about American history.

Patient, careful yet constructively critical responses to the ideas, writings, more informal posting of others will be an important criterion for success here.

Your research on the specific historical period to which you have been assigned should show that you have been able to informatively present details about key social, political, economic and cultural aspects of that period; that is, that you have gained a good working overview of that period. It should also show that you have examined the way in which “happiness” manifests itself in that period (whether very directly or indirectly). Very important will be your efforts to work with different kinds of documents, including primary documents, to support your ideas and insights. References to those primary and secondary materials in your writings will be expected.

Your comparative research should demonstrate that you have examined happiness in “your” historical period in the light of happiness, as it has been defined/expressed in two other periods. Finding and discussing similarities and differences will be crucial to your success here, as will be your efforts to ask about the significance of what you have found.

Finally, your work (and this will especially be relevant to your work in the final module) should show that you have been able to articulate what you have learned about happiness in American History and, too, how you have tried to connect what you have learned with reflections on your own life and your academic, professional and personal plans.

E. PLAN FOR FORMATIVE EVALUATION (A Communications Plan)

Students will be responsible for keeping track of their progress through the course and remaining attentive to the schedule. Specific assignments and due dates are outlined in the Moodle course. If you have any questions or concerns, you will be responsible for raising those issues with the course instructor. The course instructor will be responsible for responding constructively and in a timely manner. Important, too, if at any time, you have questions about the instructor’s assessment of your work, you should raise those questions with the course instructor.

F. DISABILITY SERVICES AND ACCOMMODATIONS

If you have been injured, have a medical condition or a diagnosed disability, you may be eligible for accommodations in this course. To request accommodations, please contact the Office of Collegewide Disability Services via email at Disability.Services@esc.edu or by phone at (800) 847-3000 extension 2201. Disability Services will inform your instructor(s) of your need for accommodations once your request has been processed and approved. For more information, please visit the Disability Services' website
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See also the 

accessibility statement for the learning management system,
 including the Voluntary Product Evaluation Template (VPAT).

G. COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS 

You will need a PC or Mac computer with ample hard disk space and processing speed, a reliable Internet connection and an up-to-date browser. Review the 

Minimum Hardware and Software Recommendations
 page and 

information about operating system and browser compatibility
 to check your system. Feel free to call the Technology Help Desk at (800)847-3000, extension 2420 or 

submit an incident ticket 
if you still have a technical question or need to report a problem.

H. BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS 

You will need some basic computer skills to be successful in your online course. You can visit the 

Essential Computer Skills Tutorial
 to assess your knowledge of basic computer use and skills. If, after viewing the computer skill tutorial you feel like you need assistance with your computer skills you can visit the 

Computer Basics and How-to's page
 for more assistance.
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